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1
ZOOM SPOTLIGHT USING LED ARRAY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of and claims priority to
U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/485,039 filed May 11,
2011, which application is incorporated herein in its entirety
by this reference.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to zoom spotlight
illuminating apparatuses that provide a spot beam of variable
size and beam angle, and specifically to a zoom spotlight
apparatus that uses a multiple wavelength light emitting diode
(LED) array and its accompanying optical elements.

Spotlights have long been used in a variety of applications
where a narrow beam angle is desired or preferable. In theat-
rical lighting, a spotlight is often used to brightly illuminate a
performer or small group of performers on a stage. In pho-
tography and other studio applications, a spotlight may be
used to brightly illuminate a selected small area. The narrow
beam angle of a typical spotlight provides greater light inten-
sity over a small area, compared to a floodlight of similar total
light output, but with wider beam angle. Desired attributes of
a spotlight include uniform light intensity within the area of
illumination, which may also translate to a sharp demarcation
between the illuminated and non-illuminated areas. In other
words, the beam of the spotlight should have a well-defined
boundary, with even illumination within the beam. In addi-
tion, the spectral distribution within the beam should be
highly uniform, without visible color variation. This includes
the avoidance of fringing effects, such as color differences
around the perimeter of the spot beam. Additional desirable
attributes for some spotlight applications include the ability
to vary the color of the spot beam, as well as the ability to vary
the color temperature of white light.

Zoom spotlights provide the additional functionality of an
adjustable spot beam size, with variable beam angle. At a
given distance from the area to be illuminated, a preferred
zoom spotlight would provide a usefully wide range of spot
beam size, while maintaining a highly uniform intensity of
illumination within the beam. The zooming capability is ide-
ally provided without compromising the other attributes of a
fixed spotlight.

Prior art zoom spotlights typically make use of some form
of incandescent bulb as a light source. High-intensity dis-
charge (HID) bulbs are frequently used, based on their higher
luminous efficacy when compared to a tungsten-filament
incandescent bulb. Differing types of HID bulbs may be used,
depending on the desired light output, correlated color tem-
perature of the light output, color rendering index, bulb life-
time, cost, and other attributes. A desirable attribute of most
incandescent and HID bulbs is that their light is emitted from
a small area, so that the bulb provides a reasonable approxi-
mation of a point source of light. This simplifies the design of
the optical elements needed to provide the adjustable spot
beam.

The optical elements of a typical prior art zoom spot light
may include reflectors, light scramblers or randomizers, aper-
tures, and one or more lenses. The mechanisms for adjusting
beam spot size and angle, while maintaining a uniform beam
with well-defined boundaries, may involve movement of the
bulb within a reflector, varying the size and/or position of an
aperture that is placed in front of the bulb, and/or varying the
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position of one or more lenses that are used to collect the light
from the bulb, as well as to focus or collimate the light.

Although bulb-based zoom spotlights are capable of pro-
viding a bright, uniform spot beam of varying size and beam
angle, the use of incandescent (or HID) bulbs has some sig-
nificant disadvantages. Incandescent and HID bulbs have a
relatively short lifetime, especially at higher levels of light
output, and require frequent bulb replacement. Significant
heat is generated, and the electrical power requirements are
high. Fora given type of bulb, the spectral content of the beam
is basically fixed, so that external filters are needed to either
provide light of a different color, or to modify the color
temperature of the light. Such color filters add cost and com-
plexity to the lighting system, and also significantly reduce
the efficiency of the light, by filtering out a portion of the
bulb’s output.

Luminaires based on Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) are
becoming increasingly popular, due to rapid developments in
LED technology, and increases in brightness and efficiency.
LEDs have multiple advantages as a light source, including
high reliability and long lifetime, especially when compared
to incandescent bulbs and HID light sources. The cost per
Watt of LED light sources is also decreasing rapidly, leading
to broader applicability for a wider range of lighting applica-
tions. LED light sources are also able to provide multiple
colors without the use of external filters or color wheels,
including white light of different color temperatures.

However, prior art LED light sources still have significant
disadvantages, especially for a zoom spotlight application.
The light output of individual LEDs is insufficient for most
applications. If the total light output is increased by grouping
multiple individually-packaged LEDs, this results in a dif-
fuse, spatially-separated collection of multiple light sources,
with difficult optics. In order to form a uniform spot beam, a
portion of the optics may need to be replicated for each of'the
individual LEDs, so that the light output from the multiple
LEDs can be combined into a single, uniform spot beam.

The present invention’s densely-packed array of LED
chips addresses the disadvantages of prior art LED spotlights,
while providing the general advantages of LED technology.
The densely-packed LED array provides the light output of
large numbers of LED chips, rivaling the light output of
incandescent bulbs and HID lighting, while retaining the high
reliability and long lifetime advantages of LEDs. Similar to
many incandescent bulbs, the densely-packed LED array
approximates a point source of light, acting as an “extended
point source”.

The extended point source nature of the present invention’s
densely-packed LED array provides significant advantages to
the application of zoom spotlights. A single set of optical
elements can be used to direct the light output of the entire
LED array, making it easier to form a uniform spot beam, with
adjustable size and beam angle. The zoom spotlight optics
can be largely based on prior art practice from zoom spot-
lights that use incandescent bulbs, with some variations. This
greatly reduces the cost and complexity of the optical ele-
ments, compared to prior art LED zoom spotlights. The use of
the densely-packed LED array, using LED chips of multiple
wavelengths, also provides dynamic color-mixing capability,
including the ability to vary the color temperature of white
light. This can be accomplished using arrays containing red,
green, blue, and sometimes amber LEDs, or “white” LEDs
comprised of blue LED chips that are coated with phosphors
that provide broader spectrum yellow and orange light. By
avoiding the need for external filters or color wheels, the LED
zoom spotlight of the present invention provides a significant
advantage over prior art zoom spotlights.
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3
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A LED array spot illuminator for providing light along an
optical axis comprises a substrate and at least one array of
multiple LED chips without individual packaging supported
by the substrate, wherein the LED chips emit light within the
same or different wavelength ranges and are distributed lat-
erally with respect to the axis over a light-emitting area. The
LED chips have light emitting surfaces for emitting light in
directions transverse to the area. An optical device collects
and directs light emitted by the LED chips of the at least one
array along the axis. An aperture passes the light emitted by
the LED chips of the at least one array along the axis, wherein
light collected by the optical device and passed by the aper-
ture forms a beam of light illuminating a spot.

To provide light that forms a beam for illuminating a spot,
a LED array illuminator is provided that includes a substrate,
at least one array of multiple LED chips without individual
packaging supported by the substrate, wherein the LED chips
emit light within the same or different wavelength ranges.
Electric current is supplied to the multiple LED chips, caus-
ing them to emit light. Light emitted by the multiple LED
chips is passed through an aperture and an optical device, so
that light emitted by the multiple LED chips that passed
through the optical device and the aperture form a beam of
light illuminating a spot. A distance between the multiple
LED chips and one or more elements of the optical device is
controlled to select a size of the spot.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cut-away representation of the prior art of a
typical zoom spotlight, using an incandescent bulb as the light
source.

FIG. 2 is a representation of the prior art in LED zoom spot
light, using multiple separately packaged LEDs to achieve
sufficient light output.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram representation of the present
invention and illustrates the different components and their
function in the apparatus.

FIG. 3B is a representation of one embodiment of the
present invention using a diffuser plate as a light scrambler/
randomizer, an aperture, an adjustable plano-convex lens as
the light collector lens, and an adjustable convex lens as the
focusing/collimating lens.

FIG. 4A is a block diagram representation of another
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B is a representation of another embodiment of the
present invention using an aspherical condenser lens for light
collection, a diffuser plate as a light scrambler/randomizer, an
aperture, and a 3-lens zoom system (with positive, negative,
and positive focal lengths, respectively). The position of two
out of the three lenses in the zoom system can be adjusted
independently.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show the spatial light distribution of one
embodiment of the LED array used in the present invention,
using polar coordinates and rectangular coordinates, without
the additional optical elements.

FIGS. 6A and 6B show the spatial light distribution of one
embodiment of the present invention, using polar coordinates
and rectangular coordinates, with the lens positions adjusted
for a maximum spot beam size. FIGS. 6C and 6D show the
spatial light distribution, using polar coordinates and rectan-
gular coordinates, with the lens positions adjusted for a mini-
mum spot beam size.

FIGS. 7A and 7B show photographs of the maximum size
spot beam and the minimum size spot beam, of one embodi-
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4

ment of the present invention, equipped with an LED array
that provides white light using blue LED chips and phos-
phors.

FIGS. 8A and 8B show plots of the uniformity of the spot
beams shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B.

FIG. 9 shows a photograph of the spot beam provided by
one embodiment of the present invention, equipped with an
LED array that provides white light using red, green, and blue
LEDs.

FIGS. 10A, 10B, and 10C show plots of the uniformity of
the spot beam shown in FIG. 9, with each of the red, green,
and blue constituent colors turned on independently.

FIG. 11A is a representation of one embodiment of the
densely packed multiple wavelength LED array used in the
present invention, with 48 LED chips.

FIG. 11B shows a cross section of the densely packed
multiple wavelength LED array from FIG. 11A.

FIG. 12 is a representation of the LED array and optical
elements of one embodiment of the present invention, seen in
cross section.

FIG. 13 shows the LED array and heat sink of one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIGS. 14A and 14B show side and bottom views of the
LED array and heat sink of one embodiment of the present
invention, including a cooling fan, driver board, DC power
cord, and user controls.

FIGS. 15A and 15B show two views of one embodiment of
the present invention, in fully assembled form, showing the
outer housing, a mounting bracket, and the user controls.

FIG. 16 shows an additional embodiment of the present
invention that uses a motorized filter wheel after the repre-
sentation from FIG. 3B to provide either colors, or spatial
effects on the spot beam. The representation from FIG. 4B
could be used as well.

DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In one embodiment, a compact multiple wavelength LED
array with accompanying optical elements that outputs
intense light uniformly over a field of view. The LED array of
this embodiment contains multiple strings consisting of sev-
eral LED chips of different wavelength and each string is
controlled electronically as a separate channel. The multiple
channels allow for each string of LEDs and hence output
color and power to be rapidly switched on/off and varied,
respectively. This provides for dynamic color mixing and
color changing, including the ability to vary the color tem-
perature of white light. The optical elements immediately
succeeding the LED array serve to collect and reshape the
output light to enhance both light coupling efficiency and
uniformity, and to adjust the size of the resulting spot beam
over awide range of adjustment. A lens attached to the surface
of'the LED array enhances light extraction followed by a light
scrambler or randomizer which acts to spatially homogenize
the beam. Surrounding the array and the light scrambler is a
reflector which serves to partially collimate the light. An
aperture, located at the end of the reflector element, is used to
cut oftfundesired light, and is followed by a plano-convex lens
which is used to collect the light that passes the aperture. The
position of this collector lens can be varied along the optical
axis. The light then passes a focusing or collimating convex
lens. The position of this focusing lens can be adjusted over a
wide range of adjustment, along the optical axis, serving as
the primary adjustment mechanism for the size of the result-
ing spot beam.
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It will be understood, however, that not all of the above
features need to be adopted to achieve many of the advantages
described above. For example, the LED chips may emit light
of'the same or similar color, and for some applications, a light
scrambler or randomizer may not be needed. Also, other
embodiments may use additional optical elements, in order to
achieve greater zooming range or magnification.

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of the prior art in zoom
spotlights, using an incandescent bulb as the light source.
This embodiment is based on U.S. Pat. No. 4,519,020,
“VARIABLE MAGNIFICATION STAGE LIGHT”, issued
to William D. Little on May. 21, 1985. In FIG. 1, abulb (101)
is mounted within a reflector (102), typically with a parabolic
shape, to direct the majority of the light output toward the
other optical elements. The need for this reflector element is
particularly great when using an incandescent bulb or HID
lamp as a light source, as the light from the bulb is emitted in
all directions. An aperture (103) is used to create a sharp
boundary for the beam. Note that in other embodiments of
zoom spotlights, an aperture of adjustable size may also play
a role in adjusting the size and beam angle of the resulting
spot beam. However the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 uses a
fixed aperture.

In the prior art embodiment of FIG. 1, the shaping and
adjustment of the spot beam size and beam angle is accom-
plished with the use of two lenses, shown as items 104 and
106, and held in place by lens mounts 105 and 107. In this
embodiment, the primary adjustment of spot beam size and
beam angle is achieved by moving the first lens (104), by
sliding its lens mount (105) along an adjustment rail (108).
The movable lens is held in place via a knob (109). In other
embodiments of the prior art in zoom spotlights, that also use
incandescent bulbs or HID lamps, different adjustment
mechanisms can be used, to vary the relative positions of one
ormore lenses, as well as an aperture, along the optical axis of
the zoom spotlight, in relation to the light source (bulb) and its
reflector, and in relation to each other. In these embodiments,
the optical design is based on the assumption that the light
source or bulb approximates a point source of light.

FIG. 2 shows one embodiment of the prior art in LED zoom
spotlights, based on U.S. Pat. No. 6,866,401 B2, “ZOOM-
ABLE SPOT MODULE?”, issued to Sommers, et al. on Mar.
15, 2005. In order to obtain sufficient light output, this
embodiment of the prior art uses multiple LEDs (201), each
packaged individually with its own primary lens. In some
embodiments of this prior art, the individual LED packages
will also include a small reflector cup. Due to their individual
packaging, these multiple LEDs (201) are mounted on a
substrate (202) with a fairly large separation between adja-
cent LEDs, on the order of 5-10 mm, or more. Typically this
substrate would be made of some material with reasonably
good thermal conduction properties. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 2, the substrate (202) is in turn mounted onto an
LED housing (203).

Due to the spatial separation of the multiple LEDs of the
prior art embodiment shown in FIG. 2, multiple collimating
or focusing lenses (204) are mounted to a plate (205), so that
a lens element (204) is positioned above each of the LEDs
(201). The plate (205) is in turn mounted to a lens housing
(208). The plate (205) that holds these lenses may be trans-
parent or it may also provide a light scrambling or random-
izing function, such as would be provided by a diftuser. In this
embodiment, the adjustment of the overall spot beam is done
by varying the distance between the lenses and the LEDs.
This is accomplished by having some form of threaded
mechanism between the lens housing (208) and the LED
housing (203), which is represented by the thread shown as

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

item 206 on the LED housing, and the mating thread shown as
item 207 on the lens housing. Adjustment of this mechanism
allows the distance between the LEDs and the lenses to be
varied.

The spatial separation between the LEDs, in the prior art
embodiment of FIG. 2, makes it difficult to design effective
optics to create a uniform spot beam with adjustable spot
beam size and beam angle. Multiple lenses must be used,
which adds to the cost and complexity of the optical design.
The embodiment of FIG. 2 is relatively simple, but also is
only partly effective at mixing the light from the multiple
LEDs into a single, uniform spot beam. This represents a
significant performance disadvantage, especially when LEDs
of multiple wavelengths are being used to allow for dynamic
color mixing. Additional optical elements could be added, to
achieve a more uniform spot beam. Alternatively, very large
lenses, with both large numerical aperture and large diameter,
and other optical elements, could be used to collect the com-
bined light output of the multiple, spatially separated LEDs.
However, this further adds to the cost and complexity of the
optical design. The fact that the widely-spaced, individually
packaged LEDs do not behave like a single point source of
light represents a major shortcoming of the prior art in LED
zoom spotlights. This is especially the case since light emitted
by each individual packaged LED has a Gaussian distribu-
tion. Because of the spatial separation between the light emit-
ting areas of the individual packaged LEDs, the light emitted
from areas between the LED packages tend to have lower
intensity than light emitted by other areas, causing uneven
illumination within the illuminated spot.

The present invention of a multiple wavelength zoom spot-
light illumination apparatus uses a densely-packed LED
array, comprised of a large number of LED chips of poten-
tially multiple wavelengths, and is both compact and uses far
fewer optical elements than the prior art LED illuminators
which use spatially separated and individually packaged
LEDs. The spacing between adjacent LED chips in this
densely-packed array is preferably in a range of 0.05 to 0.2
mm, and more preferably approximately 0.1 mm, in contrast
to the 5-10 mm spacing between the individually packaged
LEDs of the prior art embodiment shown in FIG. 2. Sche-
matic block diagrams illustrating the major components in
the apparatus of two embodiments of the present invention are
shown in FIGS. 3A and 4A, with the optical elements of the
two embodiments shown in more detail in FIGS. 3B and 4B
respectively. The light emitted from the LED chips within the
LED array assembly (301 and 401) has a Lambertian distri-
bution. Since the index of refraction of the LED chips is high
(approximately 3.4 for GaAs-based LED chips, and approxi-
mately 2.3 for GaN-based LED chips), a lens such as a half-
ball (or truncated half-ball) lens (302 and shown as attached
to item 401) is attached to the top of the LED array (301 and
401) with index matching gel such as silicone filling the space
between the LED chips and the half-ball lens, to reduce total
reflection at the LED surfaces and improve light extraction.
The overall area occupied by LED array (301 and 401) is
relatively small; the dimensions of this area are typically in
the range of 8-15 mm, and are less than 25 mm even with as
many as 100 LED chips, results in the LED array approxi-
mating the behavior of a point source of light, as an “extended
point source.” Where the LED array (301 and 401) occupies a
circular area, this area has a diameter that does not exceed 25
mm. The overall dimensions of the embodiments of the
present invention that are shown in FIGS. 3B and 4B (and in
subsequent figures) are comparable to the overall dimensions
of the incandescent (or HID) bulb-based prior art embodi-
ment of FIG. 1. The overall length of the optical path shown
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in FIGS. 3B and 4B would typically be in the range of 6 to 12
inches (150 to 300 mm), depending on the desired spot size of
the beam and the zoom/magnification range.

In one embodiment of the present invention, as shown in
FIGS. 3A and 3B, the diverging light from the LED array and
half-ball lens then passes through a light scrambler/random-
izer element (303). The light scrambler can be any kind of
material that evenly distributes light, for instance by having
randomly textured surfaces or imbedded diffractive particles,
such as a diffuser. The light scrambler/randomizer element
(303) is mounted within a reflector element (304). The com-
bination of the reflector and light scrambler/randomizer serve
to create a homogenized beam, with good mixing of the light
from the multiple wavelength LED chips within the LED
array. At the end or mouth of the reflector, an aperture (305) is
used to pass only the most evenly-mixed central area of the
beam, and also defines a sharp boundary for the resulting
beam. Light that passes through the aperture is immediately
collected by a condensing lens (306) of high numerical aper-
ture (and hence a small f-number, preferably of value less
than 1.0). A focusing lens/collimator (307) is placed at the end
of the light path. Both the condensing lens (306) and the
focusing lens (307) are moveable or adjustable along direc-
tions (shown as arrows above lenses 306, 307 in FIG. 3)
parallel to the optical axis by a known device such as a screw
drive (not shown), in order to adjust the size of the spot beam,
its beam angle, and to some extent, the degree of sharpness at
the border or boundary of the spot beam. Though not
described in detail, other kinds of lenses that improve light
extraction, collection, and collimation are within the scope of
the present invention. FIG. 3B illustrates one embodiment of
the present invention in which a plano-convex lens (306) and
a double-convex lens (307) are used as the light collector lens
and focusing lens/collimator, respectively. The optical ele-
ments shown in FIG. 3B are optimized to work with an
approximate point source (the extended point source of the
densely-packed LED array), with light output that is aligned
with the optical axis, and are therefore similar to the optical
elements used in prior art zoom spotlight that used incandes-
cent bulbs or HID lamps as their light source.

Another embodiment of the present invention is shown in
FIGS. 4A and 4B. Light exiting the LED array assembly
(401) with attached half-ball lens is immediately collected by
a condenser lens (402) and sent through a light scrambler/
randomizer (403). The aperture (404) is used not only to filter
light, but also to control of the overall geometry of the illu-
minated spot. For instance, if the aperture is a circle, the spot
will be a circle as well and if the aperture is a square shape,
then the image of it on the image plane (409) will also be
square shaped. The scrambler/randomizer and aperture are
located together on the object plane (408). The portion of the
scrambler/randomizer within the aperture is imaged by the
3-lens zoom system (405-407) and magnified onto image
plane 409. The effective focal length of the 3-lens zoom
system is varied by changing the position along the optical
axis of two of the three lenses, such as by moving two of the
lenses together or synchronously. Therefore the overall mag-
nification of the light passing through the scrambler/random-
izer and aperture from the object plane (408) can be control-
lably varied—hence a zoom system. The sharpness of the
image can also be varied by moving only one optical element
(405, 406 or 407) such that the image of the aperture and
scrambler/randomizer located on the object plane (408) is in
or out of focus at the image plane (409). Edges of the image
can be made softer this way by simply moving a lens and
changing the location of the image plane.
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FIGS. 5 and 6 provide simulated results of the spot beam
produced by one embodiment of the present invention, with
an optical design that is represented by FIGS. 3A and 3B.
FIGS. 5A and 5B provide polar coordinate and rectangular
coordinate plots of the light intensity distribution of the LED
array by itself, with no other optical elements other than the
half-ball (or truncated half-ball) lens that is mounted on the
array. FIGS. 6 A and 6B provide plots of the light intensity
distribution of one embodiment of the entire apparatus of the
present invention as illustrated in FIGS. 3A and 3B, with the
light collector and focusing lenses positioned to produce a
relatively wide spot beam. FIGS. 6C and 6D provide plots of
the light intensity distribution with the lenses in FIGS. 3A and
3B positioned to produce a narrower, more concentrated spot
beam.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are photographs of the spot beams using
two lens positions that result in a wider, and a narrower spot
beam, with one embodiment of the present invention posi-
tioned at a fixed distance from a wall in an optical design that
is represented by FIGS. 3A and 3B. The camera settings for
both photographs are identical, and the camera distance from
the wall is also held constant. As can be seen in the photo-
graphs, the wider beam is more than twice as large as the
narrower beam. The LED array used in these photos consists
of'blue LEDs with phosphors, such that white light is emitted
from each LED chip site within the array. With such an array,
color mixing and color uniformity is not a concern. However,
it is still desirable to have uniform light intensity within the
bounds of the spot beam. In order to measure the uniformity
of the spot beams shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, the two pho-
tographs were analyzed using an open-source software pro-
gram called Imagel. FIGS. 8A and 8B provide plots of the
relative brightness level of the photographs shown in FIGS.
7A and 7B, as measured along a horizontal line that passes
through the center of each spot beam. In both cases, the
brightness level within the approximate bounds of the spot
beam is highly uniform. Note that the absolute brightness
levels and scale values shown in these plots are a function of
the exposure time and other camera settings used in the pho-
tographs. They should therefore only be viewed as an indica-
tion of the relative brightness and uniformity of the spot
beam, across its center. As will be noted in FIGS. 8A and 8B,
the relative brightness level falls off rapidly within a small
number of pixels to a low value compared to the maximum
value. This is caused by the aperture blocking off passage of
light, so that light that is outputted from lens 307 is in direc-
tions within a cone defined by directions within an angle o
from the optical axis as shown in FIG. 3B. The angle is set by
several factors, including the size of the overall area occupied
by the LED array, the size of the aperture 305, and the optical
arrangement and intrinsic properties of lenses 302, 306, 307
such as focal length, scrambler/randomizer 303 and reflector
304 of FIG. 3. This angle may be adjusted by altering a
distance between the LED array 301 on a substrate and the
optical system which includes lenses 306, 307, such as by
moving one of or both lenses 306, 307 along directions
(shown as arrows above lenses 306, 307 in FIG. 3B) parallel
to the optical axis. For the embodiment illustrated in FIGS.
4A and 4B the angle is also varied by moving one of or both
lenses 406, 407 along the optical axis (shown as arrows above
lenses 406, 407 in FIG. 4B). While the above description and
the arrows above lenses 406, 407 in FIG. 4B indicate that
these two lenses are movable to achieve the effects described
above, it will be understood that it is also possible to move
lens 405 either alone or synchronously with one of the two
lenses 406 and 407 to achieve such effects. The 3-lens zoom-
ing system shown in FIG. 4B can produce a greater range of
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beam angles, and therefore a greater range of spot size and
zooming/magnification, when compared to the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B.

FIG. 9 shows a photograph of a spot beam produced by an
embodiment of the present invention that uses an LED array
composed of red, green, and blue LEDs. This form of RGB
LED array can produce essentially any color, including white
light of varying color temperatures, by varying the drive
current that is directed to the individual colors. This in turn
varies the relative mix of red, green, and blue light that is
mixed within the optics of the present invention. The red,
green, and blue LEDs of the LED array occupy different chip
locations within the array. In order for the spot beam to have
both uniform color and uniform light intensity, the optical
design must provide very good color mixing. Conversely,
poor color mixing will be visible as color variations within the
resulting spot beam, in addition to intensity variations.
Although a black and white photograph of the spot beam
cannot show color variations, FIG. 9 demonstrates high uni-
formity of the spot beam, with the red, green, and blue LEDs
all lit up.

FIGS. 10A, 10B, and 10C provide relative brightness plots
of the spot beam produced by an embodiment of the present
invention that uses an RGB array, taken with the three colors
turned on one at a time. As with FIGS. 8A and 8B, the
absolute brightness levels and scale values shown in these
plots are a function of the exposure time and other camera
settings used in the photographs. The high uniformity seen in
all three figures indicates that the relative blend of red, green,
and blue light will be essentially the same at all positions
within the spot beam, providing a high degree of color uni-
formity, as well as brightness uniformity.

FIGS. 11A and 11B provide top and side views of the LED
array used in one embodiment of the present invention. The
LED array shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B contains 48 LED
chips, which may be a blend of red, green, or blue, or other
wavelengths. The LED may also use blue LED chips that are
coated with phosphors to produce white light. In this embodi-
ment the LED chips are divided into multiple LED strings,
such that the current directed to each string can be varied
independently, to both adjust overall brightness, as well as the
color produced by the LED array. RGB LED arrays will
produce a full range or gamut of colors. It is also possible to
use blue LEDs with different phosphor formulations, some-
times accompanied by small numbers of red LEDs, to provide
white light with adjustable color temperature. The number of
LED chips inthe LED array may vary, from as few as 9 chips,
to as many as 100 chips, or even more. The dimensions of
each unpackaged LED chip are preferably in a range 0f'0.5 to
2 mm and more preferably approximately 1 mmx1 mm. The
spacing between LED chips is preferably in a range 0f 0.05 to
0.2 mm, and more preferably approximately 0.1 mm.
Depending on the number of LED chips included in the array,
the diameter of the LED array’s light emitting surface may
range from approximately 8 to 25 mm. As shown in the side
view of FIG. 11B, the LEDs of the LED array are covered by
a half-ball (or truncated half-ball) lens, to provide maximum
light extraction of the light emitted by the LED chips.

FIG. 12 provides a cross-section view of a portion of one
embodiment of the present invention, showing the major opti-
cal elements. This view corresponds to the schematic view
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. The LED array (1201) has a
half-ball lens (1202) sitting over the LED chips, as described
above. The LED array with half-ball lens sits at the base of a
reflector (1204), which also contains a light scrambler/ho-
mogenizer element (1203), in this case a diftfuser. This reflec-
tor and diffuser serve to provide a uniform light output at the
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end of the reflector. An aperture (1205) sits at the end or
mouth of the reflector, and passes only the most evenly-mixed
central area of the beam, and also serves to define a sharp
beam boundary. The plano-convex lens (1206) serves as a
light collector lens, and is held in place by the lens mount
1208. In some embodiments, the position of the light collec-
tor lens can be varied, by providing some degree of fore-and-
aft adjustability of the lens mount within the outer optical
housing (1211). The primary adjustment of spot beam size is
accomplished by moving the double-convex lens (1207),
which serves as a focusing/collimating lens. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 12, the focusing lens mount (1209), and
an additional zooming mechanism (1210) provide consider-
able range of motion, to vary the distance between the focus-
ing lens and the collector lens.

Since the LED array of the present invention contains a
large number of LED chips in a small area, it is important to
provide good thermal extraction, via a heat sink. FIG. 13
shows the LED array (1301), with electrical ribbon cable
attached. The LED array is mounted to a heat spreader plate
(1302) with good thermal conduction properties, which in
turn is mounted to a finned heat sink.

FIGS. 14A,14B,15A, and 15B provide additional views of
the mechanical design of one embodiment of the present
invention. The electrical pins at the base of the partially con-
cealed LED array (14A01) are connected to an electrical
ribbon cable (14A02), which carries the drive currents for the
multiple LED strings, as provided by the electronic LED
driver board (14A05). The driver board is located at the back
side of the heat sink (14A03). In order to provide even more
effective cooling, some embodiments of the present invention
may use a cooling fan (14 A04 and 14B04). The outer housing
of'the embodiment shown in FIGS. 14 and 15 is perforated for
better air flow through the heat sink element, and also incor-
porates a mounting bracket, as illustrated in FIGS. 15A and
15B. Also seen in FIGS. 14A and 14B are a DC power cord
and connector (14A06 and 14B06), a power on/off switch
(14B08), and a single control knob (14A07 and 14B07) to
control the brightness of the spot beam. The DC power cord
and connector, the power on/off switch, and the brightness
control knob are also visible in the view of the rear panel of
the zoom spot light that is shown in FIG. 15B. In other
embodiments of the present invention, other control inter-
faces may be used, including switches or knobs to vary the
color of the light produced by the LED array, or its color
temperature. It is also within the scope of the present inven-
tion to provide one or more serial data interfaces to the elec-
tronics board, so that the brightness, color, and other
attributes of the spot beam may be controlled remotely, via a
computer, or other form of electronic control.

Although the present invention can provide light output of
multiple colors, depending on the wavelengths of the LED
chips used within the LED array, it may still be desirable to
use a mechanical wheel (e.g. color filter wheel) to either
provide colors, or other forms of spatial light effects. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 16, a rotating wheel (1602) is
placed in the path of the spot beam that emanates from the
optical elements (1601). The optical elements (1601) are
representative of the embodiment shown in FIG. 3. By rotat-
ing (1603) the wheel (1602), the color of the beam can be
changed. Although not specifically shown in FIG. 16, such a
wheel equipped with different shaped apertures can also be
used to provide effects such as modified beam shapes. F1G. 16
shows the rotating wheel located at the output of the optical
elements. In another embodiment, a physically smaller wheel
could be used to replace the aperture element within the optics
(item 305 in FIG. 3B). Such a wheel could provide selectable
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apertures of different sizes and shapes, to further vary the size
and shape of the resulting spot beam. Different colors can also
be provided in this way.

We claim:

1. A LED array spot illuminator for providing light along
an optical axis to illuminate a spot, comprising:

a substrate;

at least one array of multiple LED chips without individual
packaging supported by said substrate, wherein the LED
chips emit light within different wavelength ranges and
are distributed laterally with respect to said axis over a
light-emitting area, said LED chips having light emitting
surfaces for emitting light in directions transverse to said
area, wherein the dimensions of the light-emitting area
do not exceed 25 mm;

an optical element adjacent to the light emitting surfaces of
the LED chips in said at least one array and in the optical
axis collecting light emitted by the LED chips;

an optical device that collects and directs light emitted by
the LED chips of the at least one array and collected by
said optical element to output light illuminating the spot
in directions within a cone angle from and along said
axis, said optical device including one or more lenses;

an aperture located in the optical axis between the optical
element and the optical device passing the light emitted
by the LED chips of the at least one array along said axis,
wherein light collected by said optical element and said
optical device and passed by the aperture forms a beam
of light illuminating the spot, defining a boundary for
and shape of the spot;

a diffusing/scattering/homogenizing element located in a
path of the beam between the at least one array of mul-
tiple LED chips and the aperture so that the beam illu-
minating the spot is substantially spectrally uniform,
across the illuminated spot; and

an instrument for adjusting a distance between the optical
element and at least one of the one or more lenses to
adjust said cone angle, to select the size of the illumi-
nated spot, and to define a sharp boundary for the spot.

2. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the light-emitting
area of the array of LED chips is substantially circular in
shape.

3. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the illuminated spot
is substantially uniform in intensity across the illuminated
spot.

4. The illuminator of claim 1, said optical device compris-
ing a first collector lens for collecting light from the optical
element and a second lens focusing or collimating light from
the collector lens to form the beam directed to the illuminated
spot.

5. The illuminator of claim 4, wherein a distance between
the substrate and the second lens is in a range of about 6 to 12
inches.

6. The illuminator of claim 1, said optical device compris-
ing three lenses forming a zoom system, wherein said aper-
ture is located at an object plane of a first lens of the three
lenses that is closest to the aperture.

7. The illuminator of claim 6, said instrument adjusting one
ormore distances between the first lens and the remaining two
of the three lenses to alter the effective focal length of the
zoom system and the cone angle.

8. The illuminator of claim 7, the instrument adjusting the
one or more distances between the remaining two of the three
lenses and the first lens synchronously, or a position of only
one of the remaining two of the three lenses relative to the
light emitting surfaces of the LED chips.
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9. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising an index
matching material between the light emitting surfaces of the
LED chips in said at least one array and the optical element.

10. The illuminator of claim 1, the LED chips emitting light
within the different wavelength ranges emit light at substan-
tially uniform brightness levels across the spot.

11. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the optical element
comprises a half-ball lens.

12. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising a reflec-
tive surface located between the optical element and the aper-
ture reflecting light emitted by the plurality of LED chips
towards the aperture, wherein the aperture passes only a cen-
tral portion of the beam from the LED chips and the reflector
to enhance spectral uniformity of the beam at the spot.

13. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein said at least one
array of multiple LED chips comprises multiple strings of
LED chips, each string emitting light in a wavelength range
different from the wavelength range of light emitted by a
different string in the at least one array.

14. The illuminator of claim 13, wherein a spacing between
adjacent LED chips in said at least one array is about 0.1 mm.

15. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising an elec-
tronic control circuit for supplying separate electric currents
to the multiple strings of LED chips, and at least one interface
for receiving computer or user commands for controlling the
electric currents supplied by the circuit to control light emis-
sion by the multiple LED chips, for varying either the color or
color temperature of the substantially spectrally uniform illu-
minated spot, as well as the overall intensity of the spot.

16. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising a heat
sink in thermal communication with the multiple LED chips.

17. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein a spacing between
adjacent LED chips in said at least one array is in a range of
about 0.05 to 0.2 mm.

18. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the multiple LED
chips without individual packaging in said at least one array
have dimensions in a range of about 0.5 to 2 mm.

19. The illuminator of claim 18, wherein the multiple LED
chips without individual packaging in said at least one array
have dimensions of about 1 mm by 1 mm.

20. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein light of substan-
tially uniform brightness is provided within said cone angle
set by factors including size of said aperture and an optical
arrangement including said optical element.

21. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the diffusing/scat-
tering/homogenizing element is located at or near an object
plane of the optical device.

22. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the array contains
at least 9 LED chips and the LED chips of the array are
arranged to occupy an area substantially circular in shape
with a diameter from approximately 8 to 25 mm.

23. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising phos-
phor on some or all of the LED chips.

24. The illuminator of claim 1, said array including LED
chips that emit red, blue and green light, so thatthe LED chips
emit mixed/blended light of any color, including white light
of varying color temperatures.

25. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein a shape of the
aperture is chosen to define the shape of the illuminated spot.

26. The illuminator of claim 1, further comprising a rotat-
able wheel with filter(s) or different shaped apertures for
selecting a color or shape or size of the beam of light.

27. The illuminator of claim 1, said different wavelength
ranges including red, blue and green wavelengths, and
wherein the relative blend of red, blue and green wavelengths
is substantially the same within the beam of light.
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28. The illuminator of claim 1, wherein the relative blend of
the different wavelengths is substantially the same within the
beam of light.
29. A method for providing light that forms a beam along
an optical axis for illuminating a spot, comprising:
providing a LED array illuminator that includes a sub-
strate, at least one array of multiple LED chips without
individual packaging supported by said substrate,
wherein the LED chips emit light within different wave-
length ranges and are distributed laterally with respect to
said axis, said at least one array occupying a light-emit-
ting area whose dimensions do not exceed 25 mm;

supplying electric current to the multiple LED chips, caus-
ing them to emit light;

collecting light emitted by the LED chips using an optical

element adjacent to the light emitting surfaces of the
LED chips in said at least one array;

passing the collected light emitted by the multiple LED

chips through an aperture;

passing light emitted by the multiple LED chips to an

optical device, so that light emitted by the multiple LED
chips that passed through the optical device and the
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aperture are in directions within a cone angle from and
along said axis, forming a beam of light illuminating a
the spot and defining a boundary for and shape of the
spot;

causing light in the beam to be modified before the beam

passes through the aperture by a diffusing/scattering/
homogenizing element so that the beam illuminating the
spot is substantially spectrally uniform across the illu-
minated spot; and

controlling a distance between the optical element and one

or more elements of the optical device to adjust said cone
angle, to select a size of the spot and to define a sharp
boundary for-the spot.

30. The method of claim 29, said different wavelength
ranges including red, blue and green wavelengths, and
wherein the relative blend of red, blue and green wavelengths
is substantially the same within the beam of light.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein the relative blend of
the different wavelengths is substantially the same within the
beam of light.



