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1
LIGHT FIXTURE WITH HOUSING AND
FLANGE WITH A CLAMP HAVING TWO
CLAMPING SURFACES OFFSET FROM
EACH OTHER

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to light fixtures and more
particularly to light fixtures that are installed in a recess of
a ceiling.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the invention provides, a light fixture
configured to be attached to a ceiling, the light fixtures
includes a light source and a housing. The light source is
coupled to the housing for movement with the housing. The
housing includes a longitudinal axis and a housing outer
dimension measured perpendicular to the longitudinal axis.
The housing is configured to be received in an aperture of a
ceiling and a flange extends from the housing. The flange
includes a flange outer dimension that is greater than the
housing outer dimension. A clamp fastener is rotatable
relative to the flange about a clamp fastener axis. A clamp is
movable relative to the housing and the flange in a direction
toward the ceiling in response to the rotation of the clamp
fastener. The clamp includes a first clamping surface and a
second clamping surface. The first clamping surface and the
second clamping surface move together toward the ceiling in
response to rotation of the clamp fastener. The second
clamping surface is spaced an offset distance from the first
clamping surface. The offset distance is measured parallel to
the clamp fastener axis and the first clamping surface is
configured to clamp the ceiling between the first clamping
surface and the flange when the ceiling has a first thickness
and the second clamping surface configured to clamp the
ceiling between the second clamping surface and the flange
when the ceiling has a second thickness greater than the first
thickness.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a light
fixture including a housing having a longitudinal axis, the
housing configured to be received in an aperture of a ceiling.
A flange extends from the housing. A clamp is movable
relative to the housing and the flange in a direction along the
longitudinal axis toward the flange. The clamp includes a
first clamping surface and a second clamping surface, the
second clamping surface spaced an offset distance from the
first clamping surface measured along the longitudinal axis.
The first clamping surface is configured to clamp the ceiling
between the first clamping surface the flange when the
ceiling has a first thickness and the second clamping surface
is configured to clamp the ceiling between the second
clamping surface and the flange when the ceiling has a
second thickness greater than the first thickness.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a light fixture according to
one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an alternative perspective view of the light
fixture of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an alternative perspective view of the light
fixture of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 4-4 of
FIG. 2 illustrating a clamp in a first position with a ceiling
having a first thickness.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 4 but
showing the clamp in a second position with a ceiling having
a second thickness and a housing and light source angled
relative to the ceiling.

FIG. 6 is an end view of the light fixture of FIG. 1 with
a trim removed.

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details of construction and the
arrangement of components set forth in the following
description or illustrated in the following drawings. The
invention is capable of other embodiments and of being
practiced or of being carried out in various ways.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a light fixture 10. The light fixture 10 is
particularly suited for being mounted to or in a ceiling. For
example, referring to FIG. 4, the light source 10 is mounted
to a ceiling 12. The ceiling 12 includes an aperture 14 and
the light fixture 10 extends through the aperture 14. The
ceiling 12 includes a first or front side 16 and a second or
back side 18. The front side 16 generally faces a floor and
the back side 18 faces in the opposite direction generally
toward the ceiling or support structure of a building. In the
illustrated embodiment, the light fixture 10 is mounted to the
ceiling 12 so that the light fixture 10 extends through the
aperture 14 and the light fixture 10 is generally flush with the
front side 16 of the ceiling. Mounting the light fixture 10 to
the ceiling 12 and positioning the light fixture 10 relative to
the ceiling 12 will be discussed in more detail below.

With continued reference to FIG. 4, the light fixture 10
includes a light source 20 and a housing 22. The light source
20 has an optical axis 24. The light source 20 can include
any suitable types of light sources, including light emitting
diodes, incandescent, fluorescent, and the like. In one
embodiment, the light source 20 is a bulb that is removably
coupled to the housing 22. The housing 22 includes an inner
housing 26 and an outer housing 28 that pivots on the inner
housing 26 as shown in FIG. 5, which allows the user to
direct the light source 20 or optical axis 24 in different
directions. In the illustrated embodiment, the inner housing
26 includes a generally spherical portion 30 and the outer
housing 28 includes a corresponding spherical portion 32
that allows the outer housing 28 to pivot relative to the inner
housing 26 about a pivot point 34. The light source 20 is
coupled to the outer housing 28 for movement with the outer
housing 28 relative to the inner housing 26.

With continued reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, the outer
housing 28 includes a longitudinal axis 36. The longitudinal
axis 36 is coaxial with the optical axis 24 and extends
through the pivot point 34 in the illustrated embodiment.
The outer housing 28 has an outer dimension 38 measured
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 36. The outer dimen-
sion 38 of the housing 28 is less than a dimension 40 of the
ceiling aperture 14 so that the light fixture 10 can be inserted
through the aperture 14.

The light fixture 10 further includes a flange 42 that
extends from the inner housing 26. The illustrated flange 42
is fixed to the inner housing 26 so that the outer housing 28
is movable relative to the flange 42 and the inner housing 26.
The flange 42 has an outer dimension 44 measure as shown
in FIG. 4. The outer dimension 44 of the flange 42 is greater
than the outer dimension 38 of the outer housing 28 and
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greater than the aperture 14 of the ceiling 12. Therefore, the
flange 42 contacts the front side 16 of the ceiling 12 to
inhibit further movement of the light fixture 10 through the
aperture 14 in the direction of arrow 46 in FIGS. 4 and 5.
The flange 42 has a first side 48 that faces away from the
housing 22 and a second side 50 opposite the first side 48.
The first side 48 faces the floor and the second side 50
contacts the front side 16 of the ceiling 12 when the light
fixture is installed as shown in FIG. 4. A trim 52, which may
be a decorative trim, is attached to the first side 48 of the
flange 42 in the illustrated embodiment. In the illustrated
embodiment, the trim 52 is removably coupled to the flange
42 using a snap fit or the like.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the light fixture 10 further
includes a retainer 58 and an actuator 60 for the retainer 58.
The retainer 58 holds a desired position of the outer housing
28 relative to the inner housing 26 and the flange 42 so that
the user can direct the light source 20 as desired and hold the
desired position. The illustrated retainer 58 includes a ring
62 and legs 64, 66, 68. The ring 62 surrounds the outer
housing 28 such that the longitudinal axis 36 of the outer
housing 28 extends through the ring 62. The ring 62 is also
concentric with the flange 42. The legs 66, 68 extend from
the ring 62 to the flange 42. The legs 66, 68 are fixed from
movement relative to the flange 42 and the housing 22 by
fasteners 70. The leg 64 is movable generally in the direction
of arrows 72, 74 either toward the flange 42 and the outer
housing 28 or away from the flange 42 and the outer housing
28.

The actuator 60 moves a portion 76 of the retainer 58 in
the direction of arrows 72, 74. In the illustrated embodiment,
the actuator 60 includes a fastener, particularly a screw 78.
The screw 78 extends through the leg 64, which includes a
thread aperture 80. The screw 78 includes a head 82 (FIG.
6) that is accessible from the first side 48 of the flange 42.
The head 82 is rotated to rotate the screw 78 about an axis
84 (FIG. 3), which causes the portion 76 of the retainer 58
to move generally in the direction of arrows 72, 74 with the
leg 64.

In operation, the user moves or pivots the outer housing
28 on the inner housing 26 to direct the optical axis 24 and
the light source 20 in the desired direction relative to the
ceiling 12, a wall, a floor, or another object. Two possible
positions are shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. Then, with the trim
removed, the user rotates the screw head 82 in the direction
of arrow 86 in FIG. 6 to rotate the screw 78 about the axis
84 (FIG. 3). This rotation moves the leg 64 and the portion
76 of the ring 62 in the direction of arrow 72 down toward
the outer housing 28. The ring 62, particular the portion 76
produces a clamping type pressure and enough friction on
the outer housing 28 to hold the outer housing 28 and the
optical axis 24 in the desired position. The trim 52 is then
reattached to the flange 42 to conceal the screw head 82. To
reposition the light source 20 and the optical axis 24, the user
removes the trim 52 and rotates the screw head 82 in the
direction of arrow 88 in FIG. 6. This releases the clamping
pressure and friction by the ring 62 on the outer housing 28,
which allows the user to move the outer housing 28 and the
light source 20. The screw head 82 is then rotated in the
direction of arrow 86 to hold the light source 20 in position.
The trim 52 is reattached to the flange 42. Therefore, in the
illustrated embodiment, the user only needs to adjust or
actuate only a single fastener or screw 78 to reposition the
light source 20.

Referring to FIG. 3, the outer housing 28 further includes
a portion 90 that has material removed or that defines a gap
92 between the outer housing 28 and the flange 42. This
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allows the user to pivot the outer housing 28 in the direction
of arrow 94 in FIG. 3 toward the flange 42 to the position
shown in FIG. 5 and no portion of the outer housing 28
extends below the ceiling 12. If the gap 92 did not exist and
the outer housing 28 was symmetric with the opposite side
from the gap 92, when the outer housing 28 is in the position
shown in FIG. 5, a portion of the outer housing 28 would
extend below the side 16 of the ceiling 12.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the light fixture 10 further
includes clamps 100 and clamp fasteners 102 that attach the
light fixture 10 to the ceiling 12 and hold the position of the
light fixture 10 relative to the ceiling 12. The illustrated light
fixture 10 includes three clamps 100 and three correspond-
ing clamp fasteners 102. In other embodiments, the light
fixture 10 may include fewer than three or more than three
clamps 100 and fasteners 102. The illustrated clamps 100
and fasteners 102 are the same and therefore only one of the
clamps 100 and fasteners 102 will be described in detail.

The clamp fastener 102 is rotatable about a clamp fastener
axis 104. The axis 104 extends from the flange 42 generally
perpendicular to the flange 42. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the fastener 102 is a screw having a head 106 (FIG. 6).
The head 106 is accessible from the first side 48 of the flange
42 when the trim 52 is removed and the trim 52 conceals the
heads 106 of the fasteners 100 when the trim 52 is attached
to the flange 42.

Referring to FIG. 3, the clamp 100 includes a clamp
aperture 108 and the screw 102 extends through the aperture
108, which is threaded in the illustrated embodiment. The
clamp 100 further includes a first clamp surface 110 and a
second clamp surface 112. The clamp surfaces 110, 112 are
generally parallel and spaced and an offset distance 114. The
offset distance 114 is measure parallel to the axis 104 as
shown in FIG. 5. In one embodiment, the offset distance 114
is in a range from about 0.250 inches to 2 inches. In the
illustrated embodiment, the offset distance is about 0.4
inches. A stop surface 116 extend from the first clamp
surface 110 to the second clamp surface 112 perpendicular
to the clamp surfaces 110, 112. The first clamp surface 110
is also angularly offset from the second clamp surface 112.
In the illustrated embodiment, the first clamp surface 110 is
about perpendicular to the second clamp surface 112 relative
to the stop surface 116. As will be discussed below, the
clamp surfaces 110, 112 facilitate attaching the light fixture
10 to ceilings 12 having different thicknesses 118, 120
(FIGS. 4 and 5)

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4, and 6, attaching the light fixture
10 to the ceiling 12 having a relatively thick thickness 118
will be discussed. First, the clamps 100 are all rotated to the
positions shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 so that the clamps 100 are
within the flange 42 and do not extend beyond the flange 42.
Then, the light fixture 10 is inserted through the aperture 14
in the direction of arrow 46 until the flange 42 contacts the
front side 16 ofthe ceiling 12. With the trim 52 removed, the
user rotates the head 106 of the fastener 102 in the direction
of arrow 122 to rotate the fastener 102 about the axis 104.
This rotation causes the clamp 100 to rotate with the fastener
102 out away from the housing 22 and beyond the flange 42.
Eventually, the stop surface 116 of the clamp 100 contacts
the ceiling 12 as shown in FIG. 4 to stop rotation of the
clamp 100 relative to the fastener 102. Continued rotation of
the fastener 102 causes the clamp 100 to move in the
direction of arrow 124 toward the back side 18 of the ceiling
12 and the second clamping surface 112 moves into contact
with the back side 18 of the ceiling 12. The fastener 102 is
rotated until a sufficient clamping force is applied by the
clamping surface 112 to secure the ceiling 12 between the
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clamping surface 112 and the flange 42. The processes is
repeated with the other clamps 100 and clamp fasteners 102
and the trim 52 is attached to the flange 42 to conceal the
heads 106 of the clamp fasteners 102.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 5, attaching the light fixture 10
to the ceiling 12 having a relatively thin thickness 120 (FIG.
5) will be discussed. First, the clamps 100 are all rotated to
the positions shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 so that the clamps 100
are within the flange 42 and do not extend beyond the flange
42. In the illustrated embodiment, the clamp 100 are all
rotated so that the clamps 100 are within a rib 115 that
extends circumferentially around the flange 42. The rib 115
engages the front side 16 of the ceiling 12. Then, the light
fixture 10 is inserted through the aperture 14 in the direction
of arrow 46 until the flange 42 contacts the front side 16 of
the ceiling 12. With the trim 52 removed, the user rotates the
head 106 of the fastener 102 in the direction of arrow 122 to
rotate the fastener 102 about the axis 104. This rotation
causes the clamp 100 to rotate with the fastener 102 out
away from the housing 22 and beyond the flange 42.
Eventually, the clamp 100 contacts a portion 128 of the
flange 42 or the housing 22 (FIG. 3) to stop rotation of the
clamp 100 relative to the fastener 102. Continued rotation of
the fastener 102 causes the clamp 100 to move in the
direction of arrow 124 toward the back side 18 of the ceiling
12 and the first clamping surface 110 moves into contact
with the back side of the ceiling 12. The fastener 100 is
rotated until a sufficient clamping force is applied by the
second clamping surface 110 to secure the ceiling 12
between the clamping surface 112 and the flange 42. The
processes is repeated with the other clamps 100 and clamp
fasteners 102 and the trim 52 is attached to the flange 42 to
conceal the heads 106 of the clamp fasteners 102.

When the light fixture 10 is secured to the ceiling 12, the
user may adjust the orientation of the optical axis 24 and the
light source 20 as described above.

Although the invention has been described in detail with
reference to certain preferred embodiments, variations and
modifications exist within the scope and spirit of one or
more independent aspects of the invention as described.

What is claimed is:

1. A light fixture configured to be attached to a ceiling, the
light fixture comprising:

a light source;

a housing, the light source coupled to the housing for
movement with the housing, the housing including a
longitudinal axis and a housing outer dimension mea-
sured perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, the hous-
ing configured to be received in an aperture of the
ceiling;

a flange that extends from the housing, the flange having
a flange outer dimension that is greater than the housing
outer dimension;

a clamp fastener rotatable relative to the flange about a
clamp fastener axis; and

a clamp movable relative to the housing and the flange
toward the ceiling in response to the rotation of the
clamp fastener, the clamp having a first clamping
surface and a second clamping surface, the first clamp-
ing surface and the second clamping surface move
together toward the ceiling in response to rotation of
the clamp fastener, the second clamping surface spaced
an offset distance from the first clamping surface, the
offset distance measured parallel to the clamp fastener
axis, the first clamping surface configured to clamp the
ceiling between the first clamping surface and the
flange when the ceiling has a first thickness and the
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second clamping surface configured to clamp the ceil-
ing between the second clamping surface and the flange
when the ceiling has a second thickness greater than the
first thickness.

2. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the housing and
the light source are movable relative to the flange.

3. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the clamp fastener
extends from the flange.

4. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the clamp fastener
includes a screw.

5. The light fixture of claim 4, wherein the clamp includes
a clamp aperture, wherein the screw extends through the
clamp aperture and the rotation of the screw moves the
clamp along the screw.

6. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the clamp fastener
axis is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the housing.

7. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein rotation of the
clamp fastener moves the first clamping surface and the
second clamping surface together away from the housing
until the clamp member contacts the ceiling and continued
rotation of the clamp fastener causes the movement of the
first clamping surface and the second clamping surface
toward the flange.

8. The light fixture of claim 7, wherein the clamp includes
a stop surface that extends between the first clamping
surface and the second clamping surface generally perpen-
dicular to the first and the second clamping surfaces,
wherein the stop surface is positioned to contact the ceiling
to inhibit movement of the first clamping surface and the
second clamping surface away from the housing.

9. The light fixture of claim 1, further comprising a second
clamp fastener and a second clamp.

10. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the first clamping
surface and the second clamping surface are substantially
parallel to each other.

11. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the offset distance
is in a range from 0.25 inches to 2 inches.

12. The light fixture of claim 1, further comprising a trim
removably coupled to the flange to conceal the clamp
fastener.

13. The light fixture of claim 1, wherein the flange has a
first side that faces away from the housing and a second side
opposite the first side, the second side faces toward the
housing, wherein the clamp fastener is accessible for rota-
tion from the first side of the flange.

14. The light fixture of claim 13, further comprising a trim
removably coupled to the first side of the flange.

15. The light fixture of claim 14, wherein the clamp
fastener includes a screw.

16. A light fixture comprising:

a housing having a longitudinal axis, the housing config-

ured to be received in an aperture of a ceiling;

a flange that extends from the housing; and

a clamp movable relative to the housing and the flange in

a direction along the longitudinal axis toward the
flange, the clamp having a first clamping surface and a
second clamping surface, the second clamping surface
spaced an offset distance from the first clamping sur-
face measured along the longitudinal axis, the first
clamping surface configured to clamp the ceiling
between the first clamping surface and the flange when
the ceiling has a first thickness and the second clamping
surface configured to clamp the ceiling between the
second clamping surface and the flange when the
ceiling has a second thickness greater than the first
thickness.
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17. The light fixture of claim 16, further comprising a
clamp fastener rotatable relative to the flange about a clamp
fastener axis to move the clamp member relative to the
housing, wherein rotation of the clamp fastener moves the
first clamping surface and the second clamping surface 3
together away from the housing until the clamp member
contacts the ceiling and continued rotation of the clamp
fastener causes the movement of the first clamping surface
and the second clamping surface along the longitudinal axis
toward the flange. 10

18. The light fixture of claim 17, wherein the first clamp-
ing surface and the second clamping surface rotate about the
clamp fastener axis to move the first and second clamping
members away from the housing until the clamp member
contacts the ceiling. 15

19. The light fixture of claim 17, further comprising a trim
removably coupled to the flange to conceal the clamp
fastener.

20. The light fixture of claim 16, wherein the first clamp-
ing surface and the second clamping surface are substan- 20
tially parallel to each other.
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