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(57) ABSTRACT

A lighting control operating unit generating digital adjusting
commands which are transmitted to a processing unit via a
data link includes several control elements, including key
buttons, slide controls and/or rotary controls, which are
disposed at the upper side of a housing. At least one dual
encoder is provided in a control panel of the lighting control
operating unit allowing users to enter input values. The dual
encoder presents a first shaft rotatably mounted in a housing,
and a second shaft mounted in the housing so as to be
coaxially rotatable, and corresponding first and second rota-
tion signal generators Both shafts include actuating elements
transmitting adjusting movements. The actuating elements
are a rotary disk and/or a rotary swivel configured to be
coaxially turned in opposite directions.
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1
LIGHTING CONTROL OPERATING UNIT
HAVING A DUAL ENCODER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application represents the national stage entry of
PCT International Application No. PCT/EP2017/082636
filed Dec. 13, 2017, which claims priority of German Patent
Application No. 20 2017 100 249.7, filed Jan. 18, 2017, the
disclosures of which are incorporated by reference here in
their entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

The disclosure relates to a lighting control operating unit
according to the preamble of claim 1. Further, the disclosure
relates to a method for operating a lighting control operating
unit in accordance with the disclosure.

Generic lighting control operating units are connected to
a processing unit and serve for controlling lighting systems
such as those employed in theaters or on concert stages, for
instance. Routinely, said lighting systems comprise a plu-
rality of lighting devices, for instance stage spotlights,
wherein, in the lighting systems on their own, it is in many
cases also possible to switch between a plurality of lighting
states, for instance between different colors. These different
lighting states are stored and controlled in the lighting
program of the processing unit by way of programmed
parameters. Here, standard lighting systems may comprise
up to several thousand lighting devices. In order to be able
to control such complex lighting systems, the generic light-
ing control operating units are equipped with a digital
processor, which permits digital data and signal processing.
For storing the data, a digital memory is further provided in
the processing unit, which digital memory in particular
allows for archiving of lighting programs.

For programming the lighting program or for controlling
the lighting program while it is running, operators have to
enter control commands as input values. Said control com-
mands can, for instance, be the selection of a specific
lighting device or the setting of a specific parameter. For
entering these control commands, mechanical control ele-
ments, for instance key buttons, rotary controls or slide
controls, are available at known lighting control operating
units. Here, the control commands being assigned to the
individual control elements may be altered by way of
suitable menu changeovers in order to be able to program
and control correspondingly complex lighting programs.

Dual encoders are input apparatuses, which allow users to
enter an assigned electrical signal by turning an actuating
element. Here, dual encoders are characterized in that they
do not only include one actuating element, for instance a
rotary knob or a rotary disk, but two actuating elements.
Both actuating elements are connected to a shaft being
mounted so as to be rotatable. One rotation signal generator,
which is able to directly or indirectly detect a turning of the
shaft, is assigned to each shaft. In each instance, the two
rotation signal generators then generate an assigned electri-
cal signal after having detected an adjusting movement at
the shaft.

In known dual encoders, the control elements are embod-
ied in the manner of rotary knobs so that the corresponding
rotary knob has to be adjusted between the thumb and the
index finger for entering a parameter at the dual encoder. In
other words, this means that in known dual encoders,
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2

entering a new value requires turning the assigned rotary
knob at the dual encoder between the thumb and the index
finger.

These dual encoders having a rotary knob have the
disadvantage that the level of ease of operation for the
operators is relatively low. Besides, it is not possible to enter
new values simultaneously at both actuating elements of the
dual encoder by turning the actuating elements since the
corresponding operating hand only comprises one thumb.

SUMMARY

Starting from this state of the art, it is therefore the object
of the present disclosure to propose a novel lighting control
operating unit having a dual encoder whose actuating ele-
ments, at which the dual encoder is adjusted, allow for a
higher level of ease of operation.

Advantageous embodiments of the disclosure are the
subject-matter of the dependent claims.

The lighting control operating unit in accordance with the
disclosure, in the control panel, is equipped with at least one
dual encoder for entering input values. The disclosure is
initially based on the fundamental idea that the actuating
elements, for hand-actuated adjustment of the two shafts of
the dual encoder, are embodied in the manner of a rotary
disk or of a rotary swivel. By replacing the usual rotary
knobs at dual encoders as well as by employing rotary disks
or rotary swivels in accordance with the disclosure, the ease
of operation when entering input parameters is considerably
enhanced. This is because a rotary disk or a rotary swivel,
due to the higher leverages, permits turning the shaft of the
dual encoder by actuating it with only one finger. It is not
necessary to grasp the rotary knob as with the known dual
encoders. As a result, the operators are thus able, by touch-
ing the two rotary disks or the two rotary swivels of the dual
encoder in accordance with the disclosure with two separate
fingers, to realize two input parameters simultaneously by
adjusting the two rotary disks or the two rotary swivels
correspondingly. Thus, in addition, the entering speed can
correspondingly be accelerated since two input values can
simultaneously be entered with one hand at the dual encoder
of the lighting control operating unit in accordance with the
disclosure.

With regard to a high resistance to wear, it is advanta-
geous if a first locking mechanism, for locking different
rotational positions of the first shaft, is provided at the first
shaft, wherein the first rotation signal generator is provided
for generating a data signal showing a switchover between
two locking positions. Furthermore, a second locking
mechanism for locking different rotational positions of the
second shaft is provided at the second shaft, wherein the
second rotation signal generator is provided for generating a
data signal showing a switchover between two locking
positions.

In order to further enhance the ease of operation when
entering input parameters at the dual encoder of the lighting
control operating unit in accordance with the disclosure, it is
envisaged in accordance with a preferred embodiment that
the upper side of the rotary disk or of the rotary swivel is
embodied in the manner of a fingertip contact surface. This
makes it possible that the rotary disk or the rotary swivel can
rotationally be driven by way of the engagement of a
fingertip at the fingertip contact surface.

In order to allow for an improved gripping contact
between the fingertip contact surface and the fingertip that is
envisaged for engagement, it is furthermore particularly
advantageous if the fingertip contact surface is concave. By
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way of the concavity, the shape of the fingertip contact
surface can at least in some sections match the convex
outside of the fingertip so that a secure grip of the fingertip
on the fingertip contact surface is given due to the enlarged
contact surface.

In order to provide the users with as much freedom of
movement as possible when engaging the fingertip on the
fingertip contact surface, it is particularly advantageous if
the fingertip contact surface presents an annular shape. As an
alternative, the fingertip contact surface can also present a
circular shape. Within the annular or circular fingertip con-
tact surface, the users can then position their fingertips
relatively freely and achieve a reliable contact with the
fingertip contact surface in each case.

In order to be able to adjust the two rotary disks or the two
rotary swivels simultaneously with two fingers or the one
rotary disk with the assigned rotary swivel of the encoder
simultaneously, it is particularly advantageous if the two
rotary disks or rotary swivels, with the aid of which the two
shafts of the dual encoder are driven, are disposed on the
same level in relation to the outside of the housing. By
correspondingly approaching the two fingertip contact sur-
faces, which thus run on the same level, with the fingers
from the top, a simultaneous adjustment of the two actuating
elements of the dual encoder can then be realized, the
ergonomics being very good.

For specific functions when employing the lighting con-
trol operating unit in accordance with the disclosure, it is
advantageous that, after setting at least one of the two shafts
of the dual encoder, for instance for selecting an X ora Y
value, users can select and confirm the corresponding value.
Said selection and confirmation of a value having been set
at the shaft can in a simple manner be realized in that at least
one of the two shafts is mounted so as to be axially
adjustable in the direction of its longitudinal axis between a
rest position and a switched position. Hence, this means that
the shaft is not only mounted so as to be rotatable, but also
s0 as to be axially adjustable. In order to realize the selection
and confirmation of a set value, a switching sensor is
additionally provided in the housing, with the aid of which
sensor the adjustment of the axially adjustable shaft between
the rest position and the switched position can be detected.
If the users have now set a specific value by turning the
shaft, which can be analyzed electronically by evaluating the
signals of the rotation signal generator, the users can then
push the axially adjustable shaft for a short time and can
thereby move it from its rest position into the switched
position. This adjustment can then be detected with the aid
of the switching sensor, such that the value having been set
at the shaft is thus selected and confirmed by the users and
can be made available for further electronic processing.

As an alternative or in addition to disposing the switching
sensor at the adjustable shaft of the dual encoder, a push
button can also be disposed directly next to the rotary disk
and/or to the rotary swivel. In the housing, a switching
sensor is then assigned to said push button, with the aid of
which sensor the rest position and/or the switched position
of the push button can be detected. In other words, a
corresponding value can hence be selected or confirmed by
pushing the push button. It is also conceivable to realize a
switchover of functions within the meaning of a shift key by
evaluating the switching sensor. For which functions of the
inventive lighting control operating unit the dual encoder is
employed is basically arbitrary. Since the dual encoder of the
inventive lighting control operating unit permits simultane-
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ously entering input parameters with two fingers at both
rotary disks or rotary swivels, certain input procedures can
particularly be simplified.

In the simplest configuration, the lighting control operat-
ing unit is installed in a housing and does not comprise a
display device of its own. For operating the lighting control
operating unit when controlling a lighting system, the light-
ing control operating unit is linked to a processing unit via
a data link. The data interface of the data link can, for
instance, be a wired USB interface. With the wired USB
interface, the data are transmitted between the housings of
the lighting control operating unit and of the processing unit
via a connection cable. As an alternative, wireless data
interfaces are also conceivable, such as a WLAN interface.

The dual encoder is provided at the housing of the lighting
control operating unit. The remaining operating elements,
which serve for programming the lighting program, such as
rotary controls, key buttons etc., are also installed in the
housing of the lighting control operating unit. The housing
of the processing unit comprises the digital processor and at
least one digital memory for generating, managing and
storing adjusting commands.

Besides, the processing unit can comprise the display
device at which graphic elements are graphically depicted
for the users.

If the processing unit is embodied in the manner of a
laptop or of a personal computer, such a standard appliance
can be used for realizing the function of a complete lighting
control console by way of coupling to the lighting control
operating unit, which contains the dual encoder and the
remaining operating elements, which serve for programming
the lighting program.

In accordance with a first inventive method variant, it is
envisaged that the actuating element is initially adjusted at
the first shaft.

Subsequently, the data signal is evaluated at the first
rotation signal generator. The initial value of the rotation
signal generator that has been determined in this way is then
utilized for horizontally adjusting a cursor that is displayed
at the display device.

Following this, the actuating element is adjusted at the
second shaft and the data signal is evaluated at the second
rotation signal generator. The initial value of the second
rotation signal generator that has been determined in this
way is then used for vertically adjusting the cursor at the
display device. By simultaneously adjusting the two actu-
ating elements at the dual encoder, the cursor can hence
simultaneously be adjusted vertically and horizontally by the
users.

For adjusting the cursor horizontally or vertically, there is
a plurality of different cases of application at inventive
lighting control operating units. In accordance with a pre-
ferred method variant, it is envisaged that the horizontal and
vertical adjustment of the cursor can be used in order to pass
through the columns and rows of a table or the columns and
rows of an options menu. In other words, this means that the
cursor can successively or also simultaneously be moved
through the columns and rows of a table or through the
columns and rows of an options menu by adjusting the two
actuating elements of the dual encoder at the inventive
lighting control operating unit.

In accordance with an alternative method variant, it is
envisaged that the evaluation signal of the first rotation
signal generator is used for the coarse setting of an operating
parameter and the output signal of the second rotation signal
generator is used for the fine tuning of the operating param-
eter that has coarsely been set before. In this manner, the
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users can very easily and very fast realize an initial coarse
setting of the operating parameter and a subsequent fine
tuning of the operating parameter by actuating the two
actuating elements of the dual encoder.

If a coarse setting and a fine tuning is realized by way of
the inventive method, it is furthermore particularly advan-
tageous if, by actuating a switching sensor, an ultra coarse
setting or an ultra fine tuning of the respective operating
parameter can be effected as a function of the evaluation of
the first or second rotation signal generator. By pushing, for
instance, a push button next to the dual encoder, a further
switchover can thus be effected so that the operating param-
eter can be entered even faster and even more precisely by
the users. In accordance with a further inventive method
variant, it is envisaged that a first color light parameter of a
lighting device is set by evaluating the initial signal of the
first rotation signal generator. Subsequently or simultane-
ously, a second color light parameter of the same lighting
device can be set by evaluating the data signal of the second
rotation signal generator so that the users can in this manner
enter, for instance, the light color and/or the light intensity
and/or the light temperature of a lighting device largely
simultaneously by actuating the two actuating elements.

In accordance with a further inventive method variant, it
is envisaged that, by evaluating the data signals of the first
rotation signal generator, a first movement parameter of a
lighting device can be set and that a second movement
parameter of the same lighting device can then be set by
evaluating the data signal of the second rotation signal
generator.

In this manner, it is, for instance, very easy to enter the
pan setting and the tilt setting of a lighting device that is
mounted so as to be adjustable in two movement axes by
using the dual encoder at the inventive lighting control
operating unit.

In accordance with a further inventive method variant, the
evaluation of the data signal of the first rotation signal
generator can be used for setting a first time measuring
parameter, for instance for setting the minutes. By evaluat-
ing the data signal at the second rotation signal generator, a
second time measuring parameter, for instance the seconds,
can then be set.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawing, one embodiment of the disclosure is
schematically illustrated and will be explained by way of
example in the following.

In the figures:

FIG. 1 shows a lighting control operating unit having
multiple dual encoders in a perspective view from above;

FIG. 2 shows the lighting control operating unit in accor-
dance with FIG. 1 after establishing a connection to a
processing unit in a perspective view from above;

FIG. 3 shows a detail of the electronic circuit board of the
lighting control operating unit in accordance with FIG. 1 on
which the dual encoders are mounted, in a perspective view
from above;

FIG. 4 shows a dual encoder of the lighting control
operating unit in accordance with FIG. 1 in a perspective
lateral view;

FIG. 5 shows the two actuating elements of the dual
encoder in accordance with FIG. 4 in a perspective view
from above;

FIG. 6 shows the actuating elements in accordance with
FIG. 5 in a lateral view;
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6

FIG. 7 shows the actuating elements in accordance with
FIG. 5 in a view from above;

FIG. 8 shows the actuating elements in accordance with
FIG. 7 in a cross-section along the sectional line A-A;

FIG. 9 shows the actuating elements in accordance with
FIG. 5 in the demounted state in a lateral view;

FIG. 10 shows the actuating elements in accordance with
FIG. 5 in the demounted state in a view from above.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In a perspective view, FIG. 1 shows a lighting control
operating unit 01 in accordance with the disclosure for
programming and controlling a stage lighting system. The
lighting control operating unit 01 is installed in a housing 02
and is connected with a processing unit 20 (see FIG. 2), to
be precise a laptop, for controlling a stage lighting system.
For entering adjusting commands, a plurality of key buttons
03, slide controls 04, adjusting wheels 05 and rotary knobs
06 is provided at the lighting control operating unit 01.
Besides, for entering control commands, the control panel
08 of the lighting control operating unit 01 is fitted with five
dual encoders 07.

FIG. 2 shows the lighting control operating unit having
the processing unit 20 that is connected thereto in accor-
dance with FIG. 1 in a view from above.

FIG. 3 shows an electronic circuit board of the lighting
control operating unit 01 on which the dual encoders 07 are
mounted, in a perspective detail in a view from above. The
dual encoders 07 that are installed in the control panel 08 of
the lighting control operating unit 01 in each case present
two shafts that are mounted so as to be rotatable, namely a
hollow shaft 09 and a central shaft 10 that is mounted therein
s0 as to be coaxially rotatable (see FIG. 4). At the upper end
of the hollow shaft 09 and of the central shaft 10, two
actuating elements that can be adjusted independently from
each other, namely a rotary swivel 11 and a rotary disk 12
are fastened. With the aid of the rotary swivel 11, the hollow
shaft 09 can be adjusted. With the aid of the rotary disk 12,
the central shaft 10 can be turned.

By way of manual actuation of the rotary disk 12 or of the
rotary swivel 11, the hollow shaft 09 and the central shaft 10
can hence independently from each other be turned rota-
tionally about their longitudinal axis in order to thereby
enter adjusting commands at the lighting control operating
unit. Here, the hollow shaft 09 is additionally mounted so as
to be axially adjustable in the direction of the longitudinal
axis 12 so that the users can select and confirm, by pressing
onto the upper side 14 (see FIG. 5) of the rotary disk 12, a
value that has been set by turning the hollow shaft 09. Next
to each dual encoder 07, a push button 25 is disposed, with
the aid of which the functionalities of the dual encoders 07
within the meaning of a shift key can be switched over.

FIG. 4 shows the lower part of the dual encoder 07 having
the shafts 09 and 10 that are mounted so as to be rotatable,
in a perspective lateral view. The hollow shaft 09 is mounted
in the cylindrical upper part 15 of the housing 16 so as to be
rotatable. The central shaft 10 is mounted in the hollow shaft
09 so as to be rotatable. A rectangular lower part 17 is
attached to the upper part 15 of the housing 16, said
rectangular lower part 17 serving for fastening the dual
encoder 07 in the housing of the lighting control operating
unit 01.

FIG. 5 shows the two actuating elements of the dual
encoder 07, namely the rotary swivel 11 and the rotary disk
12, in a perspective lateral view.
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FIG. 6 shows the rotary swivel 11 and the rotary disk 12
in a lateral view.

FIG. 7 shows the rotary swivel 11 and the rotary disk 12
in a view from above.

FIG. 8 shows the rotary swivel 11 and the rotary disk 12
in a cross-section. At the upper side of the rotary swivel 11
and of the rotary disk 12, concave fingertip contact surfaces
21 or 22 are in each case provided, at which a finger of the
users can in each case be engaged with the fingertip in order
to be able to simultaneously adjust both actuating elements
of the dual encoder 07 with the two fingers. Here, fingertip
contact surface 21 is designed so as to have an annular
shape, whereas fingertip contact surface 22 presents a cir-
cular shape. The central shaft 10 is plugged into the clear-
ance 23 of the rotary disk 12 from below. The hollow shaft
09 is plugged into the clearance 24 of the rotary swivel 11
from below. Both fingertip contact surfaces 21 and 22 of the
two actuating elements of the dual encoder 07 are located on
the same level, permitting an ergonomic actuation of the
dual encoder 07 with two fingers.

FIG. 9 and FIG. 10 show the rotary disk 12 and the rotary
swivel 11 in the demounted state in a lateral view and in a
view from above, respectively.

The invention claimed is:

1. A lighting control operating unit for a lighting system,
digital adjusting commands being generated in the lighting
control operating unit which commands are transmitted to a
processing unit via a data link, and said lighting control
operating unit comprising several control elements, in par-
ticular key buttons, slide controls and/or rotary controls,
which are disposed at the upper side of a housing and with
the aid of which control commands are entered, wherein at
least one dual encoder is provided in a control panel of the
lighting control operating unit which dual encoder allows
users to enter input values, wherein the dual encoder pres-
ents a first shaft being mounted in a housing so as to be
rotatable, and wherein a first rotation signal generator, for
generating a data signal, is provided at the first shaft, and
wherein a second shaft being mounted in the housing so as
to be coaxially rotatable is provided at the dual encoder, and
wherein a second rotation signal generator for generating a
data signal is provided at the second shaft, and wherein both
shafts present actuating elements, at which adjusting move-
ments are transmitted onto the shafts by hand, and wherein
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the actuating elements, for hand-actuated adjustment of the
shafts, are embodied in the manner of a rotary disk and/or of
a rotary swivel disposed in the control panel of the lighting
control operating unit and configured to be coaxially turned
in opposite directions, wherein the upper side of the rotary
disks or of the rotary swivel is embodied in the manner of
a fingertip contact surface, wherein the rotary disk or the
rotary swivel is rotationally driven by way of the engage-
ment of a fingertip at the fingertip contact surface, and
wherein the first fingertip contact surface of the rotary disks
or of the rotary swivel, with the aid of which the first shaft
is driven, and the second fingertip contact surface of the
rotary disk and/or of the rotary swivel, with the aid of which
the second shaft is driven, are disposed on the same level in
relation to the outside of the housing of the lighting control
operating unit.

2. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
1, wherein a first locking mechanism, for locking different
rotational positions of the first shaft, is provided at the first
shaft, wherein the first rotation signal generator is provided
for generating a data signal showing a switchover between
two locking positions, and wherein a second locking mecha-
nism for locking different rotational positions of the second
shaft is provided at the second shaft, and wherein the second
rotation signal generator is provided for generating a data
signal showing a switchover between two locking positions.

3. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
1, wherein the fingertip contact surface is concave.

4. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
1, wherein the fingertip contact surface presents an annular
shape or in that the fingertip contact surface presents a
circular shape.

5. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
1, wherein the processing unit comprises a digital memory
for generating, managing and storing adjusting commands.

6. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
1, wherein the processing unit comprises a display device,
wherein graphic elements are graphically depicted for users
at the display device.

7. The lighting control operating unit according to claim
6, wherein the processing unit is embodied in the manner of
a laptop or of a personal computer.
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