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1
CYC LIGHT

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to theatre lighting, and
specifically to cyclorama (“Cyc”) lights.

Cyc lights are commonly used to provide a broad wash of
light to a cyclorama, which is a large curtain or wall
positioned near the back of a theatre stage. Cyc lights
typically have a light source positioned near a J-shaped
reflector, which allows the cyc light to be positioned rela-
tively near the cyclorama and still cast a broad sheet of light.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a cyc light assembly
comprising a base having a front direction defined by a front
opening and a rear direction opposite the front direction, a
lighting element supported by the base and defining a central
axis, a first reflector (e.g., a specular reflector) positioned on
a rear side of the lighting element to reflect light toward the
front opening, and a lens positioned in the front opening and
adapted to bend light from the first reflector. The lens
includes a plurality of cylinder lens portions. Preferably, the
cylinder lens portions are substantially parallel to each other
and are substantially horizontally oriented.

The cyc light assembly can further include a diffuser
positioned to cover the front opening. For example, the lens
can be positioned between the light source and the diffuser.
In one embodiment, the central axis intersects the first
reflector and does not intersect the front opening. The
intersection of the central axis with the first reflector pref-
erably occurs in a mid-section (e.g., the middle 50% of the
length of the first reflector, preferably the middle 33%, and
more preferably substantially at the midpoint). The cyc light
can further include a recycling reflector positioned in front
of the lens and adapted to collect light that is otherwise
wasted. Preferably, a portion of the recycling reflector is
aligned with a portion of the first reflector.

If desired, the cyc light assembly can further include a
second reflector positioned on a front side of the lighting
element to reflect diffuse light toward the front opening (i.e.,
the second reflector being more diffuse than the first reflec-
tor). In one embodiment, the first reflector includes a curved
portion and the second reflector includes a substantially
planar portion. For example, the central axis of the lighting
element can be substantially perpendicular to the substan-
tially planar portion of the second reflector. Preferably, the
second reflector includes a first substantially planar portion
positioned adjacent the lighting element and a second sub-
stantially planar portion positioned adjacent the lens.

The cyc light assembly can also include side reflectors
positioned on opposing sides of the lighting element to
capture and redirect light traveling towards sides of the light
assembly. Preferably, the side reflectors are substantially
planar and are angled to diverge from each other toward the
front direction and toward an upward direction away from
the lighting element.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a cyc light embodying the
present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a partially exploded view of the cyc light of FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 is a section view taken along line 3-3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the section view of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is an enlarged view of the cyc light of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details of construction and the
arrangement of components set forth in the following
description or illustrated in the following drawings. The
invention is capable of other embodiments and of being
practiced or of being carried out in various ways.

FIGS. 1-5 illustrate a cyc light assembly 10 having a base
12 that includes a front opening 14 (see FIG. 2) defining a
front direction 16 that is opposite to a rear direction 18. In
the illustrated embodiment, the front opening 14 is defined
by side walls 20, a lower front wall 22, and a recycling
reflector 24. Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, electronics 28 are
mounted in a rear portion of the base 12.

Referring to FIG. 2, the cyc light assembly 10 further
includes a lens 30 covering the front opening 14 and a
diffuser 32 covering the lens 30. The diffuser 32 smears the
light, creating a smooth light distribution. The illustrated
lens 30 includes a series of cylinder lens portions 34
extending horizontally and stacked vertically. There are a
sufficient number of cylinder lens portions 34 that the beam
on the cyclorama from each cylinder overlaps the beams
from its neighboring cylinders.

Referring FIGS. 3-5, a series of lighting elements in the
form of LEDs 40 are positioned in the base 12 and behind
the lens 30. The illustrated LEDs 40 are arranged is a row
that is parallel to a front edge 42 defining the front opening
14 and also parallel to a longitudinal orientation of the
cylinder lens portions 34. Referring to FIG. 5, each LED 40
produces light defining a central axis 44, as determined by
the light’s Lambertian distribution. As best shown in FIG. 5,
the central axes 44 do not go through the front opening 14
of the base 12.

The cyc light assembly 10 further includes a specular
reflector 50 positioned rearward of the LEDs 40 and behind
the lens 30, a diffuse reflector 52 positioned forward of the
LEDs 40 and behind the lens 30, and side reflectors 53 on
both sides of the LEDs 40. A lower edge 54 of the specular
reflector 50 is positioned adjacent and immediately rearward
of the LEDs 40, and a reflecting surface 56 of the specular
reflector 50 curves upward and forward to intersect the
central axes 44 of the LEDs 40. The curved shape of the
specular reflector 50 is a parabolic trough.

As best shown in FIG. 5, the central axes 44 of the LEDs
40 in the illustrated embodiment are arranged to intersect a
midsection (e.g., the middle 50% of the length) of the
specular reflector 50, such as a midpoint about half way
between the lower edge 54 and the upper edge where the
specular reflector 50 intersects the lens 30. Because light
reflecting off of the specular reflector 50 generally illumi-
nates the upper part of the cyclorama, this arrangement (with
the central axes 44 intersecting a midpoint of the specular
reflector 50) has been found to provide much-needed light to
the upper part of the cyclorama, which helps to provide a
more uniform light pattern on the cyclorama.

The illustrated diffuse reflector 52 includes a first planar
portion 58 positioned adjacent the LEDS 40 and a second
planar portion 60 positioned between the first planar portion
58 and the lens 30. The first planar portion 58 defines a first



US 10,378,730 B2

3

reflective plane 62 that is substantially perpendicular to the
central axes 44, and the second planar portion 60 defines a
second reflective plane 64 that is at an angle o of about 10
degrees relation to the first reflective plane 62. As shown in
FIG. 5, the LEDS 40 are recessed partially below the first
reflective plane 62 and completely below the second reflec-
tive plane 64.

The side reflectors 53 are mirrors that capture and redirect
light traveling towards the sides of the assembly 10. Pref-
erably, the side reflectors 53 are substantially planar and are
angled to diverge toward the front direction 16 and diverge
in the upward direction. That is, the side reflectors diverge
from each other as you move away from the LEDs 40. In the
illustrated embodiment, each side reflector 53 is angled
fourteen degrees when viewed from the top (i.e., the front
portion of the side reflector is angled fourteen degrees from
the back portion) and is angled about four degrees when
view from the front (i.e., the top portion of the side reflector
is angled about four degrees from the bottom portion).

The recycling reflector 24 is positioned above the specular
reflector and above the lens 30 and diffuser 32. In this
regard, it can be seen that the recycling reflector 24 is in
front of the lens, while the specular and diffuse reflectors
50,52 are behind the lens 30. As best shown in FIG. 4, in the
illustrated embodiment, a lower portion of the recycling
reflector 24 is aligned (e.g., co-planar) with an upper portion
of the specular reflector 50 such that the recycling reflector
24 is essentially an extension of the specular reflector 50.
The recycling reflector 24 collects light that is otherwise
wasted and re-directs it high up on the cyclorama.

Various features and advantages of the invention are set
forth in the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening; and

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
a plurality of cylinder lens portions,

wherein the central axis intersects a midsection of the first

reflector.

2. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first reflector is a specular reflector.

3. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
central axis is not intersecting the front opening.

4. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
central axis intersects the middle 50% of a length of the first
reflector.

5. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
central axis intersects the middle 33% of a length of the first
reflector.

6. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
central axis intersects substantially a midpoint of the first
reflector.

7. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening; and

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
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a plurality of cylinder lens portions, wherein cylinder
lens portions are substantially parallel to each other.

8. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein
cylinder lens portions are substantially horizontally oriented.

9. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening;

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
a plurality of cylinder lens portions; and a diffuser
positioned to cover the front opening.

10. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 9, wherein
the lens is positioned between the light source and the
diffuser.

11. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening; and

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
a plurality of cylinder lens portions; and a recycling
reflector positioned in front of the lens and adapted to
collect light that is otherwise wasted.

12. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 11, wherein
a portion of the recycling reflector is aligned with a portion
of the first reflector.

13. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening; and

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
aplurality of cylinder lens portions, wherein the assem-
bly further includes a second reflector positioned on a
front side of the lighting element to diffusively reflect
light toward the front opening, the second reflector
being more diffuse than the first reflector.

14. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 13, wherein
the first reflector includes a curved portion and the second
reflector includes a substantially planar portion.

15. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 14, wherein
the central axis of the lighting element is substantially
perpendicular to the substantially planar portion of the
second reflector.

16. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 13, wherein
the second reflector includes a first substantially planar
portion positioned adjacent the lighting element and a sec-
ond substantially planar portion positioned adjacent the lens.

17. A cyc light assembly comprising:

a base having a front direction defined by a front opening

and a rear direction opposite the front direction;

a lighting element supported by the base and defining a

central axis;

a first reflector positioned on a rear side of the lighting

element to reflect light toward the front opening; and

a lens positioned in the front opening and adapted to bend

light from the first reflector, wherein the lens includes
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a plurality of cylinder lens portions; and side reflectors
positioned on opposing sides of the lighting element to
capture and redirect light traveling towards sides of the
light assembly.

18. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 17, wherein 5
the side reflectors are substantially planar and are angled to
diverge from each other toward the front direction.

19. A cyc light assembly as claimed in claim 18, wherein
the side reflectors are angled to diverge from each other
toward an upward direction away from the lighting element. 10
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